MACK MARIANI

HAMILTON COLLEGE, GOVT 308

SIMULATION DESCRIPTION

A significant portion of your time in this course will be spent on an extended campaign simulation.  The basics of the simulation are as follows:

1) The State Court of Appeals has decided that all students enrolled in New York State colleges have state resident status for the purposes of voting and elections.  Accordingly, students at Hamilton are considered residents of Clinton, New York and can vote in all local, state and federal elections in the town and village.  

2) The state legislature has been expanded and the new Assembly will have 435 seats, the same number as the US House of Representatives.  During the subsequent redistricting, Hamilton College students, faculty, and staff make up 40% of the eligible voters in the newly formed Assembly district (surrounding rural areas make up the vast majority of the rest of the district). 

3) The two major parties have nominated long-time local residents for the new seats.  There is speculation that, if Hamilton College students unite behind one candidate, they can win the election and send one of their own to the State Assembly.   All Hamilton students are eligible to vote in the election and a caucus is to be held the final week of the semester to decide on one candidate (it will take place in my Parties and Elections class).

4) This class will be divided into two teams of 10-15 members each.  Each team will nominate a candidate to run as the Hamilton College candidate in the Fall Assembly election.   In addition, several students will serve as “reporters” assigned to each of the individual campaigns. 

CAMPAIGN ROLES

Each team must assign members to fill the following roles: 

· Candidate – To be selected by each team in the second week of class. 

· Campaign manager – Elected by the Team.  Can be fired and replaced at any point in the semester. 

· Research team – Responsible for research, debate prep, and polling. 
· Web site team – Responsible for web site development/maintenance. 

· Media relations team  – Responsible for press conference, press releases
ASSIGNMENTS

Individually Graded Assignments (70%)
1. Assignment #1, Narrative Paper – A short, 3-5 page research paper that describes the use of narratives by a contemporary or historical political party/campaign.  (15%)

2. Assignment #2, Rhetoric Paper – A short 3-5 page research paper that analyzes the use of language (and, if appropriate, images) in a major political address by a contemporary or historical political figure.  (15%)
3. Press Release – Each team member must draft one press release over the course of the campaign simulation.  Drafts should be submitted to all team members (and the instructor) and the press office is responsible for editing and distributing final press releases.  Note: I expect that some press releases will be simply put on the web site, while other, major announcements, will be distributed to the entire class.  (10%)

4. Campaign Speech - Each team member must write and deliver a 5 minute speech.  The best speech will be taped by your candidate for delivery to “the caucus” on the day of the vote.  (10%)

5. Post-Election Op-Ed – Each team member must submit a 4-5 page op-ed that analyzes the election and each team’s campaign strategy, discussing what went right and what went wrong, and assessing the winning candidate’s chances in the upcoming state legislative election. (10%)   

6. Participation - You are graded by your team-mates, with a limited # of points for each team. (10%)

Team-Graded Assignments (30%)
Your team will receive a group grade for the following activities that are required as part of the campaign simulation: 
· Press Conference – The media relations team will set up a 5 to 10 minute press conference for the candidate to announce they are entering the campaign.  A media advisory and a press release should be prepared in connection with the press conference. The candidate should be introduced by another member of the team and other team members can use this time to offer endorsements.   The press conference will be held in class and should be videotaped and put on your team’s website.  Volunteers from the parties and elections class will serve as members of the media for the purposes of this press conference. 

· Survey Research – The research team will write one online survey of students (I will volunteer the students in my Parties and Elections class).   This survey can be conducted at any point prior to “the caucus” election.   The research team should present a draft to the entire team and the entire team should participate in editing and revising the survey.  Note that the survey should incorporate important issues facing the college, the surrounding area, and the state legislature. 

· Web Site -  The web site development team will survey political websites already in use and deliver a short proposal to the rest of the team describing the use of internet technology by other campaigns and putting forward their own vision for the team website.
· Debate – The candidate will participate in a debate to be held in the parties and elections class.  The ground rules for the debate should be worked out by the two teams (but it should include a role for the student reporters and, if the campaigns wish, volunteer voters from the caucus).
· Campaign Advertisements – Each team will put together a series of campaign advertisements.  This should include one introductory “walking piece,” two mail pieces, an audio file/radio ad, and a video file/television ad.  These ads will be critically evaluated by students in my Parties and Elections course and I will use their recommendations as the starting point for your grade.  They should also be available on your team website. 
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1. The State Court of Appeals has decided that all students enrolled in New York State colleges have state resident status for the purpose of voting and elections.  Accordingly, students at Hamilton are considered residents of the Town of Kirkland, New York and can vote in all local, state, and federal elections held in the town.   

2. The state legislature has been dramatically expanded and, as a result of the subsequent redistricting, Hamilton College students now make up 40% of the eligible voters in the newly formed Assembly district (known as District 421).  

3. The district makeup is as follows: 

a. Village of Clinton – 30%

b. Town of Kirkland – 30%

c. Hamilton Campus – 40%

4. The two major parties have nominated long-time local residents for the new seats.  There is speculation that, if Hamilton College students unite    d behind one candidate, they can win the election and send one of their own to the state Assembly.  

5. The final week of the semester, a caucus will be held to select a Hamilton College student to run as the designated “Hamilton College” candidate  in the Fall Assembly election.   For the purposes of this simulation, the “caucus” is the Govt 208: Parties and Elections class, which meets in Benedict 104 at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

6. The caucus will choose between two candidates from the Govt 308: Politics, Pesruasion and Public Opinion course.  Each of the candidates has a campaign team and 

7. Three students have been assigned to serve as reporters covering this campaign. 

8. Students who are registered in both classes cannot vote in the caucus election.  

CAMPAIGN TIMELINE

Govt 208/Govt 308 - Spring 2006

	
	Govt 308 

(Pol., Persuasion & Public Opinion)
	Govt 208 

(Parties and Elections)
	Outside of Class

	Pre-Election

March 28/30
	3/28 

Group meetings 

(select candidates)
	News updates on campaign (first 5 minutes of class) begin this week  Printed news materials may also be distributed beginning this week. 
	----

	Week 1

April 4/6
	4/4

Group meetings (campaign strategy)
	Candidate literature/ads and survey research may start this week. 
	Starting this week, all students should check reporter and campaign websites regularly.

	Week 2

April 11/13
	4/13 – Group Meetings
	Note: Govt 208 has paper roundtables on 4/11 and 4/13. 
	Candidate press conferences to be held this week. Govt 208 students invited to attend.

	Week 3

April 18/20
	4/18 – Group Meetings
	Note: Govt 208 has paper roundtables on 4/18. 

Expect television/radio ads at beginning of class starting on April 20. 
	

	Week 4

April 25/27
	4/25 – Group Meetings
	4/25 – In class debate (1pm, location TBA).
	----

	Week 5

May 2/4
	5/2 – Group Meetings (speeches)
	----
	5/4 – Caucus Meeting (candidate speeches, vote)

TBA


